Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in childhood--five years survey in VGH-Taipei.
From January 1981 to January 1986, 34 children between 2 and 14 years of age were diagnosed as non-Hodgkin's lymphoma by the Rapport's classification at the Department of Pediatrics of Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, R.O.C. These patients were retrospectively analysed. There was male predominance with a male to female ratio of 2.4:1. The most common symptom was the palpable mass (29 cases, 85.3%) involved the neck and abdomen equally. All the cases were diffuse patterns, DUL (diffuse undifferentiated lymphoma) and DPDL (diffuse poorly differentiated lymphoma) both were the common subtypes of histological patterns. Twenty-eight cases (82%) were in the advanced stage (stage III and IV). The incidence of BM and CNS involvement was 56% and 29.4%, respectively. CNS involvement demonstrated a higher mortality of 100%. Surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy were mainly used for stage I-II and chemotherapy for stage III-IV. The 3-year survival rate of the whole series was 26.5%, and stage I, II, III, and IV was 100%, 50%, 33%, 9%, respectively. The causes of death were CNS involvement (10 cases, 40%), extensive involvement (7 cases, 28.0%), and sepsis (3 cases, 12.0%). This study shows that NHL in children are usually diffuse rather than follicular in histological patterns, often present a palpable mass involved the cervical or abdominal area, and commonly are widespread and tend to disseminate early.